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Drinking Water Quality for the Period of October 2020 - September 2021
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The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region promulgated on 22 April 2021 the latest Hong Kong Drinking Water
Standards ("HKDWS"). The number of water quality parameters in the latest HKDWS is revised from 92 to 60, which includes the addition
of 2 new parameters, namely perchlorate and total trihalomethanes, and the exclusion of 34 irrelevant parameters. This report lists the
monitoring data for those 60 HKDWS water quality parameters.

The newly added parameters have been established in accordance with the latest World Health Organization's Guidelines. As
for the excluded parameters, they have all along been undetectable under the routine water quality monitoring programme of the
WSD, indicating that their levels were negligible, if not nil, in the drinking water of Hong Kong, which were far below a level that
would cause adverse health risk.

The public may visit the WSD website (https://www.wsd.gov.hk/en/core-businesses/water-quality/my-drinking-water-quality/hong-kong-
drinking-water-standards/index.html) for updated information on HKDWS.
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The Government has also established the Aesthetic Guidelines ("AG") in ensuring the aesthetic quality, such as the taste and odour, of the
drinking water in Hong Kong.
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Drinking water samples were taken at water treatment works, service reservoirs, fresh water tanks, connection points and publicly
accessible consumer taps.
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Part A. Hong Kong Drinking Water Standards
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% X
B ﬁﬁ.z (10/2020 - 09/2021) BKEA e
Parameter Unit i (Note 2)
= ey HKDWS Compliance
=EE i{E NS
Minimum | Maximum | Average

XL PRI (LGN

v
Aldrin & dieldrin e <0008 | <0008 | <0.008 =il
% BRIME N <0001 | <0001 | <0.001 <0.02 v
Antimony mg/L
o BN 20001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.01 v
Arsenic mg/L
o BRI 0003 0.028 0.015 <13 v
Barium mg/L
-+ s 57t <25 <25 <25 <10 v
Benzene ng/L
ATl e T <0002 | <0002 | <0.002 <07 .
Benzo[a]pyrene ng/L -
i =Bt <0.02 0.08 0.04 <24 v
Boron mg/L
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Monitoring Data®™**" & ot (GERE 2)
& g
2% ﬁﬁ? (10/2020 - 09/2021) BKEE &*"q (Note2)
Parameter Unit = - = HKDWS Compliance
e EE E=E TeE
Minimum | Maximum | Average

S ot | i, - <10 .
Bromate ng/L ’
IR G tse, ATt <15 21 <15 <60 v
Bromodichloromethane ng/L -
B3 e/~ <25 <25 <25 <100 v
Bromoform pg/L =
o BN <0001 | <0001 | <0.001 <0.003 v
Cadmium mg/L
PR Ll oL, 57| s <05 <05 <4 v
Carbon tetrachloride pg/L : : =
Chlorate ng/L =
Ay e 27t <005 <0.05 <0.05 <02 v
Chlordane pg/L
! =5/ 0t -

0.1 1.7 0.7 <5 v
Chlorine mg/L
GiEANL L e 5Tt <10 <10 <10 <700 v
Chlorite pg/L =
2h e AT <50 <50 <50 <300 v
Chloroform ng/L =
@ BEAOAE <0001 | <0001 | <0.001 <0.05 v
Chromium mg/L
5 BN 20,003 0.051 <0.003 <2 v
Copper mg/L
—(2-ZECEHA e/ At <2 <2 <2 <3 v
Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate pg/L =
ZIROKE [CEVEAVIE <05 0.97 <05 <70 v
Dibromoacetonitrile ng/L ’ ' ’
R EHE e/ At <95 <95 <95 <100 v
Dibromochloromethane ng/L =
1,2-08-3-@E e~ Tt <025 <025 <025 . v
1,2-Dibromo-3-chloropropane ng/L ’ ' ’ -
1.2- RN BoE A5t <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <04 v
1,2-Dibromoethane ng/L ’ : : =
R e/ ST <2 17 6.7 <40 v
Dichloroacetate ng/L ’ -
— AL L L Y 33 <25 <20 v
Dichloroacetonitrile ng/L ’ :
14-—32% foe 2 <5 <75 <75 <300 v
1,4-Dichlorobenzene ng/L -
L2-= g2 R YR <75 <75 <30 v
1,2-Dichloroethane ng/L ’ : :
—&E e, Tt <5 <5 <5 <20 v
Dichloromethane ng/L -
14—l L EPS Y 22 <15 <50 v
1,4-Dioxane pg/L ’ ) :
FEPKECH s T <015 <015 <015 <06 7
Endrin ng/L : . <
ZH e At <

5 <75 <75 <300 4

Ethylbenzene pg/L 7
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Monitoring Data®™**" & ot (GERE 2)
& §
2% ﬁﬁ? (10/2020 - 09/2021) RIKERAE &*"q (Note2)
Parameter Unit = e HKDWS Compliance
=EE i{E E{E
Minimum | Maximum | Average
AL /Bt <0.1 0.64 0.49 <15 v
Fluoride mg/L
AN S L T <0.15 <0.15 <06 .
Hexachlorobutadiene pg/L
£ =N 20001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.01 v
Lead mg/L
SR (ECV A <05 <05 <05 <2 v
Lindane pg/L
K BRI 2000005 | <0.00005 | <0.00005 <0.006 7
Mercury mg/L
HaBRL (ECV A <95 <25 <25 <10 v
Metolachlor pg/L
PEESF LR L Y <05 <05 <1 v
Microcystin-LR pg/L
REFF (E GV <15 <15 <15 <6 v
Molinate pg/L
—R L e/ At <2 <5 <5 <20 v
Monochloroacetate pg/L =
& BRI <0001 0.006 0.002 <0.07 %
Nickel mg/L
W ([ - 2
Eﬁ@ T (LJ\ NO3 D+) %E‘E//L\\ﬂ' < 25 17 47 S 50 v
Nitrate (as NO;™ ) mg/L
W ([ = =
SRR (LA NO; 3 LA <0004 | 0015 | <0.004 <3 v
Nitrite (as NO,™ ) mg/L
N-SEHEE R Fe 290 1 o025 | <0025 | <0.025 <0.1 v
N -Nitrosodimethylamine ug/L
= AR e /ATt <1 43 12 <70 v
Perchlorate ng/L ’ ’ -
i ERSAIE L 20003 | <0003 | <0.003 <0.04 7
Selenium mg/L
P =0 Mo BT | s -0 <05 . v
Simazine pg/L
B Ce gy <5 <5 <5 <20 v
Styrene pg/L =
F1# (CCV A <18 <18 <18 <7 v
Terbuthylazine ng/L
E v e/ AT <10 <10 <10 <40 v
Tetrachloroethene pg/L
R e AT <175 <175 <175 <700 .
Toluene pg/L
A=Y bt (Y 0 0.56 022 EhRaf < 1 ,
Total trihalomethanes sum ratio™ ’ ’ sum ratio < 1
S v o ATt N s 49 <200 v
Trichloroacetate ng/L ' -
LT e/ At <5 <5 <5 <20 v
Trifluralin pg/L =
s BRSATE L 200002 | 0.001 <0.0002 <0.03 7
Uranium mg/L
— e AT <125 <125 <125 <500 7
Xylenes ng/L
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Monitoring Data®™**" & ot (GERE 2)
2] Hfr 3 el
Parameter Unit (10/2020 - 09/2021) BARE | e
= e 7 HKDWS ompliance
REE REE FEE
Minimum | Maximum | Average
o JEE HAE/AFF
- 7
Gross alpha (o) activity Bq/L <01 <01 <01 =
48 BIEE HA[/ATF
. v
Gross beta (B) activity Bq/L <02 02 <02 S0
AT AT was00Est | 1 . . s 4
Escherichia coli cfu/100mL Note 4
Notes:
(1) DAEMYSET BTN B KBEE 2017412 H BERKE BB bat &1 (BLEDNETED) FrUsEavsds: - B(CENET#E%E

@

3

“

BGEHFRIN /K% EHE E (www.wsd.gov.hk/tc/dwsewqmp ) /A

The above statistics do not include the data collected under the Enhanced Water Quality Monitoring Programme (Enhanced Programme)
launched by the WSD since December 2017. The statistics of the monitoring data of the Enhanced Programme are published on the WSD's
website (www.wsd.gov.hk/en/dwsewgmp) on a weekly basis.

" FNIER BN B KA RO KB SE 2T S B R R KERAE -

"v'" indicates full compliance of drinking water quality with the HKDWS in all water samples taken during this period.

SRR EE ARG R 1> HE R AT

BiiEE —R_EHaR | A -EPREE e

HEBeKERE  HESKEEEH HESBKEEEH HEERKEEER

Sum ratio of total trihalomethanes should not exceed 1, as calculated by:

bromoform + bromodichloromethane + dibromochloromethane + chloroform
its HKDWS its HKDWS its HKDWS its HKDWS

4202149 FH AR R, 7K B e IS ] o S8 30— (B ZEARRUREA - KIS B E RGP T M E AR T BN IR G &K - jR1076
H SEHGE LUK RS Z R KEAERE A SR A AR E - KEFEGEERKIEE  BoZ2eH] - ERFERA » 17
ERAREAR I HY AR £599.996%

One non-compliant sample was found in late September 2021 during the routine monitoring of drinking water quality. Appropriate follow-
up actions were taken immediately and temporary water supply was provided. On 6 October 2021 cleaning work of the supply system was
completed and test results of water samples collected from the system confirmed no presence of Escherichia coli. The water quality is in
compliance with the HKDWS and safe for consumption. The compliance rate of Escherichia coli during this period is 99.996%.
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Part B. Aesthetic Guidelines

B HIERERD
e Bify Monitoring Data™"¢ " %ﬁﬂ{.ﬁ Y- L)
. (10/2020 - 09/2021) Guideline . ]
Parameter Unit Value Compliance™*?
REE REE FgE
Minimum | Maximum Average
0 REIBI <001 0.14 0.03 <02 v
Aluminium mg/L
B Hazen <5 <5 <5 <15 v
Colour
% i Y 0.27 <0.01 <03 v
Iron mg/L
S 25/ At
v

Manganese mg/L <0.01 0.03 <0.01 <0.1
2-FHAL RIS ws AT

B2 & v
2-Methyl-isoborneol (MIB) ng/L <3 4l 85 =50
K ek ek ,
Odour - Unobjectionable Unobjectionable
Tzig(E (KOH25°CHY) S 3
pH at 25 °C - 7.0 9.6 8.3 6.5-9.5 Note 3
B ek o LR )
Taste - Unobjectionable Unobjectionable
T R

g <

Turbidity NTU <01 68 02 =3 Note 4
& =4S
Zine mg/L <0.01 0.09 <0.01 <15 v
Notes:

() DES2ERAMEERKNVREER - KEEBREENE RN EERRHENE  ErEgEiEINEESR -

The above parameters relate to the aesthetic quality of drinking water in Hong Kong. The exceedance of which could cause
objectionable aesthetic effects but will not cause health concerns in general.

@) "V RRER BN KA ROKEE 2 ERE A -

"v"" indicates full compliance of drinking water quality with the AG in all water samples taken during this period.

() 72020512 78 H - FEIRH /KE B — (& KA SIS Bl (E /9.6 - /KR TR SRAL T/ E BRETTE) - [ HHE
IRFFIFH EN A B /KB AERZAR A BUoK S AV B [ R IR F AT S RE R - iERFER A - BRI (E RV 5599.992% -

pH 9.6 was found in a drinking water sample collected on 8 December 2020 during the routine monitoring of drinking water quality.
Appropriate follow-up actions were taken immediately. Water sample collected later on the same day confirmed that pH value of the
relevant water supply system resumed normal and was in compliance with the AG. The compliance rate of pH during this period is
99.992%.

(4 FR2021FESHARMILH - FEIRH /K E BT (B /KA SRR 73731 Fy6.8NTU K2 3.5NTU » /K5 CHIRFERHL T4
EHBRAETTED - 2021485 A 5 HAI12 H ATl Y S /KA B B UK 2B EWRR R AT S RUE 2R - BN
SRR A 1599.994% -

Turbidities of 6.8 NTU and 3.5 NTU were found in two drinking water samples collected on 4 and 11 May 2021, respectively, during
the routine monitoring of the drinking water quality. Appropriate follow-up actions were taken immediately. Water samples collected
on 5 and 12 May 2021 confirmed that turbidity levels of the relevant water supply systems resumed normal and were in compliance
with the AG. The compliance rate of turbidity during this period is 99.994%.
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Part C. General Properties of the Drinking Water in Hong Kong

ERERET
28 =y Monitoring Data®™°"
Parameter Unit _ (10/2023;09/2021)
(A EEfE PIEE
Minimum Maximum Average

HER (FKH25°CHE

B CK25°CHRp) uS/em 62 335 186
Conductivity at 25 °C
SE e
/5 °C 13.0 33.5 25.3
Temperature
4RI (DA CaCO; 51) = NF ; s 0
Total alkalinity (as CaCOy3) mg/L
HAEENE (BL CaCOs &) 25/ 2Tt <5 26 m
Total hardness (as CaCOy3) mg/L
5 25/ N
Calcium mg/L 08 27 15
oS 25/ N
Magnesium mg/L 03 28 L7
1Y) 25/ N
Chloride mg/L 6 27 13
i e 25/ N
Sulphate mg/L 4 40 18
IS (W PO, 5T ) Lz N 0.03 ool
Ortho-phosphates (as PO,) mg/L ' ' '
%L (L S0, 3F) = AT o " 05
Silica (as Si0,) mg/L ' '
Note:

(D) PLEHEHZEAREE K — R E R SR - &KL R EE A A B s R IH
» (RIEE2 A DA ETH H AR (E B A E -

The above parameters relate to the general physical and chemical properties of the drinking water in
Hong Kong. The HKDWS and AG do not include these parameters and hence there are no standard
values or guideline values for them.



